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Honorable Dinesh Gunawardena
2022.10.27 Prime Minister, Minister of Local Government and Provincial Councils

Honorable Prime Minister

Amending the Local Government Electoral System and holding the Local Government
Election in due time

We greatly appreciate your leadershipandthe contribution made tobring about many
positive legal amendments related to the election process in Sri Lanka during the last two
decades. Also, we gratefully remember the leadership provided by you as the Chairman of the
Parliament Select Committee for the revision of the electoral system in the recent past and the
efforts you made together with the civil organizations in connection with the holding of elections
within the stipulated period particularly during 2015-2019.

However, the attempt of the government where you hold the office of Prime Minister and
Minister of Local Government and Provincial Councils to bring tactical amendments to delay the
local government electionsis unbelievable.According to the information reported to us,three
government institutions have very efficiently presented the proposals to amend the Local
Government System within one day i.e. on the 17th of October and submitted to the Cabinet to
have them adopted on the same day. A reasonable doubt has arisen in the society as to whether
this was due to the efficiency of the public service, or whether it is a tactic of the government to
postpone the election.

Also, it is only a few months since the report of the Parliamentary Select Committee for
the amendment of the electoral system, which was implemented under your chairmanship and
involvement of several parties, including the Election Monitoring Commission who had testified
before the Select Committee expressing their ideas and views while the report has been prepared
after spending the time and money of 17 members of parliament and a number of external experts.
In such an environment, appointing a select committee againby the government in which you
hold the post of Prime Minister will invariably humiliate the integrity of the Select Committee
chaired by you.

We have no objection in amending the Electoral System or reducing the number of
Councilors; but it should be done in such a manner that the opinion of the people is properly
represented and the opportunity to express the opinion of the people is not lost. It is a fact that
you are well aware that in two recent cases where the electoral system was revised (theProvincial
Council Electoral Systemand theLocal Government Electoral System) despite the inclusion of
positive amendments the governments have used them to postpone the elections. The Provincial
Councils have been running without public representatives for almost 5 years now. Also, the
local government elections have already been postponed by a year.
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We do not expect such a situation to prevail at all, particularly at a time when you are the
Prime Minister and the Minister in charge of the subject. Therefore, we request you to refrain
from taking any action that would hinder the holding of the Local Government Elections before
19 March 2023. We strongly believe that you will make a positive intervention in this regard.

Rohana Hettiarachi

Executive Director

Copies: Secretary, Ministry of Provincial Councils and Local Government/
Chairman of the Election Commission.
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