
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
.re w.%dud;H"          2022-10-27 
m<d;a md,k yd m<d;a iNd wud;H" 
ÈfkaIa .=Kj¾Ok ue;s;=ud' 
 

.re w.%dud;H;=uks" 

m<d;a md,k ue;sjrKh l%uh ixfYdaOkh lsÍu yd m<d;a md,k ue;sjrKh kshñ; ld,h ;=<§ 

meje;aùu 

miq.sh oYl follg wdikak ld,h ;=<§ Y%S ,xldfõ ue;sjrK l%shdj,shg wod, fndfyda idOkSh 

kS;Suh ixfYdaOkhkag" Tn;=ud ,ndÿka kdhl;ajh yd odhl;ajh wm fndfyda fihska w.h lruq' uE; 

ld,h ;=<§ l%shd;auljQ ue;sjrK l%ufha ixfYdaOkh i|yd jQ md¾,sfïka;= f;aÍï ldrl iNdfõ 

iNdm;sjrhd f,i Tn;=ud ,ndÿka kdhl;ajho" ue;sjrKh kshñ; ld,h ;=< meje;aùu ms<snj 

úfYaIfhkau ^2015-2019& Tn;=uka isú,a ixúOdk iu. ta iïnkaOj orK ,o W;aidyhkao lD;fõ§j 

isysm;a lruq' 

tfy;a fï jk úg Tn;=uka w.%dud;H Oqrh yd m<d;a md,k yd m<d;a iNd wud;H Oqrh orK rchla 

hgf;a m<d;a md,k ue;sjrKh l,ahk wdldrfha Wml%ñl ixfYdaOk fhdackd f.k taug W;aidy 

±Íu úYajdi l, fkdyels ;;a;ajhls' wm fj; f;dr;=re jd¾;dù we;s wdldrhg tla Èkla ;=< tkï 

Tlaf;dan¾ ui 17 jk Èkh ;=< rdcH wdh;k ;=kla b;d ld¾hlaAIu f,i m<d;a md,k ue;sjrK 

l%uh ixfYdaOkhg fhdackd bÈßm;a lr we;s w;r tÈku th leìkÜ uKav,hg bÈßm;a lr iïu; 

lr.ekSug lghq;= lr we;' fuh rdcH fiajfha ld¾hlaIuNdjho tfia fkdue;s kï ue;sjrKh 

l,a±ófï wdKavqfõ Wml%uhlao hkak ms<sn|j idOdrK ielhla iudch ;=< u;=j we;' 

tfukau Tn;=udf.a iNdm;S;ajh hgf;a l%shd;auljQ ue;sjrK l%ufha ixfYdaOkh i|yd jQ md¾,sfïka;= 

f;aÍï ldrl iNdj fj; ue;sjrK ksÍlaIK ixúOdk" foaYmd,k mlaI" ue;sjrK fldñiu we;=̈  

fndfyda md¾Yj woyia ±lajQ w;r md¾,sfïka;= uka;%Sjreka 17 fofkl= yd ndysr úfYaI{hska 

.Kkdjlf.a ld,h yd uqo,a jehlrñka ilialrk ,o jd¾;dj bÈßm;aj .;j we;af;a udi lsysmhls' 

tjeks jgmsgdjl§ Tn;=uka w.%dud;H Oqrh orK wdKavqjl kej; f;aÍï ldrl iNdjla m;alsÍu 

Tn;=uka iNdm;S;ajh ±rE f;aÍï ldrl iNdj wjudkhlg ,laùugo fya;=jla jkq we;'  

ue;sjrK l%uh ixfYdaOkh lsÍu fyda iNsl m%udKh wvqlsÍu ms<sn|j wmf.a úfrdaOhla fkdue;s jqjo 

th l, hq;af;a ck;djf.a u;h ksjerÈj ksfhdackh jk wdldrhg yd tu.ska ck;djf.a u;h m%ldY 

lsÍug we;s bvlv wysñ fkdjk wdldrhgh' ue;sjrK l%uh ixfYdaOkh l, uE; wjia:d foflysu 

^m<d;a md,k ue;sjrK l%uh" m<d;a iNd ue;sjrK l%uh& idOkSh ixfYdaOk we;=<;a jqjo mej;s 

wdKavq tajd Ndú; lr ue;sjrK l,a±óug lghq;= l, nj Tn;=ud fyd|skau okakd lreKls' m<d;a 

iNd ue;sjrKh fï jk úg;a jir 5 lg wdikak ld,hla uyck ksfhdacs;hskaf.ka f;drj 

l%shd;aulfõ' tfukau m<d;a md,k ue;sjrKho ±kgu;a jirlska l,a±óug lghq;= lr we;' 

Tn;=uka w.%dud;H Oqrh yd úIh Ndr wud;Hjrhd f,i lghq;= lrk fudfyd;l wm lsisfia;au 

fujekakla wfmalaId fkdlrkafkuq' tneúka wm Tn;=udf.ka b,a,d isákafka m<d;a md,k ue;sjrKh 

2023 ud¾;= ui 19 jk Èkg fmr meje;aùug ndOdjla jk wdldrfha lsisÿ l%shdud¾.hla fkd.kakd 

f,ihs' fï iïnkaOfhka Tn;=uka idOkSh ueÈy;aùula isÿlrkq we;s njg wm ;rfha  úYajdi lruq' 
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Honorable Dinesh Gunawardena            

2022.10.27 Prime Minister, Minister of Local Government and Provincial Councils 

Honorable Prime Minister 

Amending the Local Government Electoral System and holding the Local Government 

Election in due time 

We greatly appreciate your leadershipandthe contribution made tobring about many 

positive legal amendments related to the election process in Sri Lanka during the last two 

decades. Also, we gratefully remember the leadership provided by you as the Chairman of the 

Parliament Select Committee for the revision of the electoral system in the recent past and the 

efforts you made together with the civil organizations in connection with the holding of elections 

within the stipulated period particularly during 2015-2019. 

However, the attempt of the government where you hold the office of Prime Minister and 

Minister of Local Government and Provincial Councils to bring tactical amendments to delay the 

local government electionsis unbelievable.According to the information reported to us,three 

government institutions have very efficiently presented the proposals to amend the Local 

Government System within one day i.e. on the 17th of October and submitted to the Cabinet to 

have them adopted on the same day. A reasonable doubt has arisen in the society as to whether 

this was due to the efficiency of the public service, or whether it is a tactic of the government to 

postpone the election. 

Also, it is only a few months since the report of the Parliamentary Select Committee for 

the amendment of the electoral system, which was implemented under your chairmanship and 

involvement of several parties, including the Election Monitoring Commission who had testified 

before the Select Committee expressing their ideas and views while the report has been prepared 

after spending the time and money of 17 members of parliament and a number of external experts. 

In such an environment, appointing a select committee againby the government in which you 

hold the post of Prime Minister will invariably humiliate the integrity of the Select Committee 

chaired by you. 

We have no objection in amending the Electoral System or reducing the number of 

Councilors; but it should be done in such a manner that the opinion of the people is properly 

represented and the opportunity to express the opinion of the people is not lost. It is a fact that 

you are well aware that in two recent cases where the electoral system was revised (theProvincial 

Council Electoral Systemand theLocal Government Electoral System) despite the inclusion of 

positive amendments the governments have used them to postpone the elections. The Provincial 

Councils have been running without public representatives for almost 5 years now. Also, the 

local government elections have already been postponed by a year. 



 
 
 
 
 

 

We do not expect such a situation to prevail at all, particularly at a time when you are the 

Prime Minister and the Minister in charge of the subject. Therefore, we request you to refrain 

from taking any action that would hinder the holding of the Local Government Elections before 

19 March 2023. We strongly believe that you will make a positive intervention in this regard. 

 
 
 
 
 
Rohana Hettiarachi 
Executive Director 
Copies: Secretary, Ministry of Provincial Councils and Local Government/ 
Chairman of the Election Commission. 
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